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MD’S NOTE

CIAL : Nurturing 
Culture, Connectivity & 
Community

At CIAL, every year is a reminder that progress is not 

defined by scale alone, but by resilience, 

responsibility, and the people who make it possible. 

As we look back on the past year, what stands out 

most is not just the 

milestones we achieved, 

but the collective spirit 

with which we moved 

forward together.

Globally, the aviation sector continues to operate in a 

rapidly changing environment. Ongoing geopolitical 

tensions, particularly the uncertainties surrounding 

the Middle East crisis, have affected international 

mobility, logistics, airline operations, and supply 

chains across regions. In times like these, the role of 

airports extends beyond transportation. Airports 

become critical spaces of connection, continuity, and 

confidence. At CIAL, our focus has remained steady: 

ensuring safe, efficient, and dependable operations 

while adapting responsibly to a changing world.

Over the past year, CIAL continued to strengthen its 

position as one of India's leading airport operators. 

We successfully maintained the milestone of 

handling 10 million passengers for the third 

consecutive year, while also recording our highest-

ever revenue and profit performances. These 

achievements are not merely numbers; they reflect 

the trust placed in us by passengers, airlines, 

stakeholders, and the wider community.

Our efforts in sustainability and innovation also 

gained meaningful recognition. The Indian Green 

Building Council Net Zero Energy recognition for our 

terminal and cargo buildings reaffirmed our long-

standing commitment to environmentally 

responsible growth. The progress of our green 

hydrogen initiatives, renewable energy projects, and 

upcoming hydrogen-powered airport transport 

systems further demonstrate our belief that the 

future of aviation must be sustainable as well as 

efficient.

At the same time, this year reinforced the importance 

of preparedness and operational excellence. From 

emergency response drills and anti-hijack exercises 

to advanced passenger screening systems and 

upgraded cargo infrastructure, every initiative 

reflected a larger commitment, to strengthen safety, 

resilience, and public trust in airport operations. 

These efforts are possible only because of the 

seamless coordination among multiple agencies, 

departments, and teams working together with 

professionalism and dedication.

Equally important are the steps we have taken to 

improve the experience of those who form the 

backbone of CIAL; our employees and stakeholders. 

The inauguration of new employee welfare facilities, 

sports and fitness infrastructure, parking facilities, 

and other stakeholder amenities reflects our 

continued emphasis on wellbeing, inclusion, and 

workplace support. An institution grows stronger 

when its people feel supported, respected, and 

connected to a shared purpose.

What gives me the greatest confidence about the 

future is the unity I continue to witness across the 

CIAL family. Every department, every stakeholder, 

every frontline worker, every support team — all 

contribute to the smooth functioning of an 

organisation that operates round the clock, every 

single day. Much of this work happens quietly, away 

from public attention, but its value is immense.

As Kerala enters a new administrative chapter under 

the leadership of Hon. Chief Minister Shri. V. D. 

Satheesan, we look forward to continued guidance 

and support in strengthening CIAL's journey ahead. 

Having maintained a long-standing association with 

CIAL and consistently shown keen interest in the 

welfare of its employees and development initiatives, 

his leadership gives us confidence as we navigate 

new opportunities and challenges in the aviation 

sector.

As we move ahead, the aviation industry will continue 

to evolve with new opportunities and new 

challenges. Technology, sustainability, security, and 

passenger expectations will reshape the way airports, 

function. Yet amidst all this change, one thing 

remains constant: our commitment to working 

together with integrity, responsibility, and mutual 

trust.

Thank you for your 

d e d i c a t i o n ,  y o u r  

professionalism, and 

y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  

contribution to the 

journey of CIAL.                                                                                                                

S. Suhas IAS
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sIm¨n A´mcm{ã hnam\¯mh 
f¯nsâ kao] ]©mb¯pIfnse 
]pfnbm¼nÅn, aT¯n aqe, sNmÆc 
{]tZi§fnÂ knbmÂ ]WnIgn¸n 
¡p¶ ]me§fpsS \nÀamWw 18 
amk§Ä¡pÅnÂ ]qÀ¯nbm¡psa¶v 
a pJya {´n  ] nWdmbn  h nPb³.  
]me§fpsS \nÀamtWmZv--LmS\w \nÀ 
hln¡pIbmbncp¶p apJya{´n.

sN§a\mSv, {ioaqe\Kcw, ImªqÀ, 
ImeSn ]©mb¯p IfnepÅhÀ¡mWv 
]mew sImïv {]tbmP\w e`n¡pI. 40 
tImSn cq]bmWv \nÀamW sNehv. hnam 
\¯mhf¯nsâ ]cnkc {]tZi§sf 
shÅs¸m¡ `ojWnbnÂ \n¶pw 
kwc£n¡pI F¶ e£yt¯msS 
\S¸nem¡p¶ Hm¸tdj³ {]hmlnsâ 
`mKambmWv ]²Xn \S¸nem¡p¶Xv. 
Ccphi§fnepw \S¸mX, A\p_Ô 
tdmUpIÄ F¶nhbpw \nÀan¡p¶pïv. 

]pfnbm¼nÅn ]me¯n\v 200 aoädpw 
sNmÆc ]me¯n\v 114 aoädpw aS¯naqe 
]me¯n\v 177 aoädpamWv \ofw.  Hmtcm 
taJebnsebpw KXmKX, ASnØm\ 
kuIcy§Ä sa¨s¸Sp¯m\pXIp¶ 
coXnbnemWv ]²Xn cq]IÂ¸\ 
sNbvXn«pÅXv. 

"hnam\¯mhf¯nsâ hfÀ¨bpsS 
KpW^ew \m«pImÀ¡v e`n¡¯¡ 
hn[amWv knbmÂ AXnsâ Htcm 
]²Xnbpw Bkq{XWw sN¿p¶Xv. 
knbmensâ em`¯nsâ hensbmcp ]¦v, 
]cnkc taJebpsS ASnØm\ 
kuIcy hnIk\¯n\pw  s]mXpP\ 
§fpsS t£a¯n\pamWv D]tbmKn 
¡p¶Xv. ]me§Ä \nehnÂ hcp¶ 
tXmsS hÀjIme¯nÂ sN§Â 
tXmSnse \oscmgp¡v kpKaam¡pI 
F¶ e£y¯n\ v  ]pdsa ,  Cu 
taJebnepÅ Bbnc¡W¡n\v \m«p 

ImÀ¡v sa¨s¸« KXmKX kuIcy 
samcp¡pI F¶ e£yhpw km£mXv¡ 
cn¡s¸Spw'. apJya{´n ]dªp. 

a{´n ]n. cmPohv A[y£X hln¨p. 
A³hÀ kmZ¯v Fw.FÂ.F, s_¶n 
s_l\m³ Fw.]n, tdmPn.Fw.tPm¬ 
N o^ v  N o^ v  sk {I«d n  tUm .  
F.PbXneIv,Fw.FÂ.F, knbmÂ 
amt\PnMv UbdÎÀ Fkv.kplmkv 
sF.F.Fkv, FbÀt]mÀ«v UbdÎÀ a\p 
Pn. ImªqÀ  ]©mb¯v {]knUâv 
{]nb cLp, ImeSn ]©mb¯v {]knUâv 
ssjP³ tXm«¸nÅn, {ioaqe\Kcw 
]©mb¯v {]knUâv hn. Fw jwkp 
±o³,  sN§a\mSv ]©mb¯v {]knUâv 
Pb apcfo[c³, hmÀUv  AwK§fmb  
hn. Fkv hÀKokv, N{µaXn cmP³, 
Aw_nI _meIrjvW³, kn\n PntPm, 
jmP³ F{_lmw, \nj ]utemkv, Sn. 
hn kp[ojv F¶nhÀ ]s¦Sp¯p.

6

]©mb¯pIÄ¡mbn 
knbmensâ aq¶v ]me§Ä

sIm¨n A´mcm{ã hnam\¯mhf 
¯nsâ kao] {]tZi§fnÂ Cu km¼ 
¯nI hÀjw  knbmÂ \S¸m¡p¶Xv 100 
tImSn cq]bpsS hnIk\ {]hÀ¯\§ 
fmsW¶v a{´n ]n. cmPohv. hnam\¯m 
hf¯nsâ sX¡vþhS¡v {]tZi§sf 
X½nÂ _Ôn¸n¡m³ DtZyin¨ v 
knbmÂ Bkq{XWw sNbvXn«pÅ 
FbÀt]mÀ«v dnwKv tdmUnsâ DZv--LmS\w 
\nÀhln¡pIbmbncp¶p a{´n. dnMv 
tdmUn³sd BZy L«amb tKäv 6 apXÂ 
IÃpwIq«w hscbpÅ tdmUmWv \m«p 
ImÀ¡mbn Xpd¶psImSp¯Xv.

hnam\¯mhf¯nsâ Hm¸tdjWÂ 
taJebpsS sX¡v `mK¯pÅ tKäv 6 
apXÂ ImªqÀ ]©mb¯nse IÃpw 
Iq«w hscbpÅ 600 aoätdmfw `mK 
¯ m W v  B Z y L « a m b n  t d m U v  
]WnIgn¸n¨n«pÅXv. 1.6 tImSn cq] 
bmWv  sNehv. hnam\¯mhfs¯bpw 
]cnkc {]tZis¯bpw shÅs¸m 

FbÀt]mÀ«v dnwKv tdmUv 
H¶mw L«w DZvLmS\w sNbvXp

¡¯nÂ \n¶v kwc£n¡p¶Xnsâ 
`mKambmWv sX¡vþhS¡v taJeIsf 
X½nÂ _Ôn¸n¡p¶ dnwKv tdmUv 
\nÀan¡p¶Xv. kpc£m then, t]hv 
t»m¡pIÄ  F¶nhbpw ]²XnbnÂ 
DÄs¸Sp¯nbn«pïv. knbmensâ ka{K 
shÅs¸m¡ \nhmcW ]²Xnbmb 
Hm¸tdj³ {]hmlnsâ Hcp {][m\ 
`mKamWv dnwKv tdmUv. d¬thbpsS 
sX¡v hi¯pÅ ssUthÀj³ 
I\mensâ IcbneqsSbmWv dnwKv 
tdmUnsâ BZy L«w ]Wn Ign¸n 
¨n«pÅXv.

'knbmÂ hfcp¶Xns\m¸w NpäpapÅ 
{]tZi§fpw hfcWsa¶ \bamWv 
kÀ¡mÀ  k z oIc n¡p¶X v .  Cu 
km¼¯nI hÀjw kao] ]©mb 
¯pIÄ¡mbn \qdv tImSn cq]bpsS 
hnIk\ {]hÀ¯\§fmWv knbmÂ 
\S¸nem¡p¶Xv. sdbnÂsh tÌj³, 
sat{Sm IWÎnhnän, Pesat{Sm F¶nh 

bmYmÀYyamIp¶t¯msS cmPys¯ 
Xs¶ Gähpw anI¨ IWIvänhnänbpÅ 
hnam\¯mhfambn knbmÂ amdpw 
Ipï¶qÀ þ A¦amen ss_¸mkns\ 
hnam\ Xmhf¯nte¡v _Ôn¸ 
n¡m\pÅ {ia§Ä XpS§nbn«pïv. 27\v 
apJya{´n \nÀamtWmZvLmS\w \S 
¯p¶ ]me§fnte¡pÅ At{]m¨v 
tdmUv ]Wn \nÀ½n¡p¶ Imcyhpw 
BtemN\bnepïv'. a{´n ]n. cmPohv 
]dªp. 

A³hÀ kmZ¯v Fw.FÂ.F A[y£X 
hln¨ NS§nÂ, s_¶n s_l\m³ 
Fw.]n, tdmPn.Fw.tPm¬ Fw.FÂ.F, 
k n b m Â  a m t \ P n M v  U b d Î À  
Fkv.kplmkv sF.F.Fkv, ImªqÀ 
]©mb¯v {]knUâv {]nb cLp, 
hmÀUv AwK§fmb hn. Fkv hÀKokv, 
N{µaXn cmP³,  F¶nhÀ ]s¦Sp¯p.
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CIAL reports record revenue of ₹
Rs. 1,142 crore, profit of ₹490 crore; 
investors to get 50% dividend 

Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) has been implementing 

infrastructure development projects worth ₹1,400 Cr. during the 

current fiscal: said Hon. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who is also 

the Chairman of CIAL.  He was addressing the shareholders at the 

company's 31st Annual General Meeting (AGM) .  During the fiscal 

2024–25, CIAL registered the highest-ever revenue and profit in its 

history, with a  total revenue of ₹1,142 Cr. and a net profit of ₹489.84 

Cr. The AGM endorsed the Board of Directors' recommendation of a 

50% dividend for the 30,000 shareholders from across 30

countries. 

“This year has been remarkable for CIAL—not only in terms of 

financial growth but also operational excellence and passenger 

satisfaction,” the Chief Minister said. “For the third consecutive year, 

Kochi Airport handled more than 10 million passengers, and 

managed 76,068 aircraft movements during this period.” Large-

scale infrastructure projects at CIAL are progressing rapidly. The 

international terminal expansion is advancing, with 50% of the new 

apron construction completed and terminal works underway. New 

facilities—including the Import Cargo Terminal, Animal Quarantine 

Facility, 0484 Aero Lounge, and the Taj Hotel at Kochi Airport—are 

expected to commence operations shortly. In addition, CIAL has 

launched CIAL 2.0, a comprehensive program for the full 

digitization of airport operations.

Non-aeronautical initiatives are also moving ahead at pace. A 

commercial zone aimed at boosting revenue and a Golf Tourism 

project are under development. CIAL's renewable energy 

achievements, with a total installed capacity of 50 MW, have earned 

international recognition. Excess solar power produced during the 

day is supplied to the grid, while a battery energy  storage system ( 

BESS) project for nighttime utilisation of solar energy is underway 

and expected to be commissioned within the current fiscal year. 

Meanwhile, the green hydrogen production project, implemented 

in collaboration with BPCL, has entered its final stage. “The growth 

of the aviation sector will create significant opportunities across 

employment, tourism, hospitality, and infrastructure development,” 

the Chief Minister added.

The AGM, conducted online, was attended by Minister P. Rajeeve, 

Chief Secretary Dr. A. Jayathilak IAS, CIAL Directors, Managing 

Director S. Suhas IAS, and Company Secretary Saji K. George

Infra Projects worth  ₹1,400 Cr. underway at CIAL
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Kochi: Emirates SkyCargo opens Operations Centre at 

Cochin International Airport, marking a significant boost 

to international cargo operations from Kochi. The 

presence of Emirates SkyCargo is expected to further 

strengthen cargo connectivity to the Middle East and 

Europe. This development represents a significant step 

toward transforming Kochi into a major cargo hub.

Alongside this, several international courier services and 

additional freight forwarders are also planning to 

commence operations at the airport. Discussions were 

held between CIAL and Emirates SkyCargo regarding the 

development of CIAL as a central hub for textile exports 

from Tamil Nadu and Kerala. The collaboration aims to 

enhance cargo and trade facilities, increase cargo 

volumes, and promote economic growth in the region.

Emirates SkyCargo Manager Ameer Al Zarouni and CIAL 

Managing Director S. Suhas IAS jointly inaugurated the 

event. SkyCargo Operations Lead Hassan Abdullah, CIAL 

Head of Cargo Satheesh Kumar Pai, Head of Commercial 

Manoj P. Joseph, and Customs Deputy Commissioner E. 

Vikas were also present on the occasion.

Emirates 
SkyCargo 
Opens 
Operations 
Centre at 
Cochin 
Airport

CIAL Managing Director S. Suhas IAS presents memento to Emirates SkyCargo Manager Ameer Al Zarouni after the inauguration ceremony.
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sIm¨n hnam\¯mhfw 
ASnb´nc kmlNcyw t\cnSm³ kÖw; 
FaÀP³kn tam¡v {UnÂ hnPbIcw
sIm¨n: ASnb´nc kmlNcyw t\cnSm³ 
kÖamtWmsb¶v ]cntim[n¡m\pÅ 
^pÄ kv--sIbnÂ FaÀP³kn tamIv 
{UnÂ sIm¨n hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ 
\S¯n. hnam\¯mhf¯nse kpc£m 
kÖoIcW§Ä Imcy£aambn  
{]hÀ¯n¡p¶psï¶v Dd¸phcp¯m³, 
cïphÀj¯nÂ Hcn¡emWv hnam\ 
A]IS¯n\v kam\amb kmlNcyw 
Ir{Xnaambn krãn¨ v  k¼qÀW 
tamIv{UnÂ \S¯p¶Xv. knbmensâ 
taÂt\m«¯nÂ, hnhn[ FbÀsse 
\pIÄ, Zpc´ \nhmcW tk\, C´y³ 
t\hn, PnÃm `cWIqSw, FbÀt]mÀ«v 
AtXmdnän, tImÌvKmÀUv, kn.sF.Fkv. 
F^v, tI{µ ImemhØm hIp¸v, 
FbÀt]mÀ«v slÂ¯v HmÀKss\ 
tkj³, Bip]{XnIÄ XpS§n 
ap¸tXmfw GP³knIÄ tamIv{UnÃnÂ 

]s¦Sp¯p. C³UntKm FbÀsse\mWv 
tamIv {UnÃn\mbn knbmens\m¸w 
ssItImÀ¯Xv. F567, BÂ^m 
FbÀsse³kv  F¶ km¦ev]nI 
hnam\amWv FaÀP³kn tam¡v {UnÃn\v 
D]tbmKn¨Xv. Bdv Poh\¡mÀ DÄ 
s¸sS 113 t]À hnam\¯nÂ Dïm 
bncp¶p. hnam\w tSIv Hm^v sNbvXv 
Ignªv, D¨bv¡v 2:11\v, F³Pn\nÂ 
Xo]nSn¯apïmbXmbn ss]eäv C³ 
Iam³Uv, F.Sn.knsb Adnbn¨p. 
d¬shbnÂ hnam\w Cd¡m³ km[n 
¡msX knbmÂ tKmÄ^v ¢_n\v 
kao]w hnam\w XIÀ¶p hoW 
Xmbn«mWv tam¡v {UnÃnÂ Nn{XoIcn 
¨Xv. CtXmsS hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ ̂ pÄ 
kv--sIbnÂ FaÀP³kn {]Jym]n¡ 
s¸«p. knbmÂ AKv\n ia\ c£m 
hn`mKw (F.BÀ.F^v.F^v) AXym[p 

\nI D]IcW§fpambn hnam\¯n\v 
AcnInse¯n. A]IS¯nÂ ]cpt¡ä 
htcbpw sImïv  Ccp]tXmfw Bw_p 
e³kpIÄ IpXn¨p. 

Iam³Uâv \mtK{µ tZ{hmcnbpsS t\Xr 
Xz¯nÂ kn.sF.Fkv.F^v. kpc£m 
NpaXe GsäSp¯p. c£m {]hÀ¯\ 
¯nsâ GtIm]\w FbÀ t]mÀ«v 
UbdÎÀ a\p Pn \nÀhln¨p. Imcy£a 
amb c£m{]hÀ¯\w Dd¸p hcp¯m³  
FaÀP³kn I¬t{SmÄ dqw, Awkw»n 
Gcnb, kÀsshthgv--kv dnk]vj³ Gcn 
b, aoUnb skâÀ F¶nhbpw {]hÀ¯ 
\w XpS§n. PnÃm `cWIqS¯nsâ Zpc 
´\nhmcW kwLhpw c£mZuXyw 
GtIm]n¸n¡p¶XnÂ ]¦phln¨p. 
aq¶ctbmsS c£m ZuXyw Ahkm\n¨ 
XmbpÅ {]Jym]\w h¶p. 
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'sNmÆmgv¨ \S¶ tam¡v {UnÃneqsS 
knbmensâ kpc£m X¿msdSp¸pIÄ 
]co£n¡s]SpIbpw hnPbw ImWp 
Ibpw sNbvXp. CXn\mbn {]hÀ¯n¨ 
FÃmhscbpw A`n\µn¡p¶p'. knbmÂ 
amt\PnMv UbdÎÀ Fkv. kplmkv 
sF.F.Fkv ]dªp. 

knbmÂ FaÀP³kn Smkv--Iv t^mgv--kv, 
tIcf t]meokv, t]mÌÂ Un¸mÀ«v--saâv, 
tIcf ^bÀt^mgv--kv, _n.]n.kn.FÂ, 
F¶o GP³knIÄ¡v ]pdsa cmPKncn, 
saUn¡Â {SÌv tlmkv]näÂ, enänÂ ̂ v--
fhÀ At¸mtfm, kn.F tlmkv]näÂ, 
\PmXv tlmkv]näÂ, Imtcm¯pIpgn 
tlmkv]näÂ, Bw_pe³kv kÀhokp 
IÄ F¶nh tamIv{UnÃnÂ ]s¦Sp¯p. 

knbmenÂ \S¶ ^pÄkv--sIbnÂ FaÀP³kn tamIv{UnÃnÂ \n¶v



Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) 

has marked another major achievement in 

its sustainability journey with its Terminal (T1, 

T2 and T3) and Cargo Buildings (Import and 

Export) being awarded the prestigious IGBC 

(Indian Green Building Council) Net Zero 

Energy (Operations Pre-Certified) Rating. 

The recognition was conferred at the 23rd 

Green Building Congress, organised by the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in 

association with the Indian Green Building 

Council (IGBC), at the Jio World Convention 

Centre, Mumbai. 

The IGBC Net Zero Energy (Operations Pre-

Certified) Rating is one of India's top 

recognitions for buildings that use energy 

efficiently and rely on renewable sources. A 

net zero energy building produces as much 

energy as it consumes over a year. The 

12

S. Suhas IAS, Managing Director, CIAL and Airport Director Manu G., receiving the IGBC Net Zero Energy (Operations Pre-Certified) 

award at the 23rd Green Building Congress, Mumbai. Representatives from GTCS, IGBC, CII are also seen.

'operations pre-certified' status shows that 

CIAL's terminal and cargo buildings already 

meet strict standards and are on track to 

achieve full net zero energy operations. This 

means the airport uses significantly less 

power while depending on clean, renewable 

energy, reducing carbon emissions and 

environmental impact. The certification 

involved a thorough evaluation of energy 

use, passenger comfort, advanced air-

conditioning, smart lighting, and high-

efficiency equipment, ensuring both 

sustainability and a comfortable experience 

for passengers and airport operations.

The award was received by S. Suhas IAS, 

Managing Director, CIAL, along with  Manu 

G., Airport Director, in the presence of 

representat ives from Green Think 

Certification Services (GTCS)  Green 

Certification Consultants, Deepa Ganesh 

and Shreeganesh V. Nair. 

Upon receiving the award, CIAL Managing 

Director said, “This recognition is a 

motivation for the future as CIAL aims to 

further strengthen its sustainability initiatives 

with a clear objective of achieving the IGBC 

Net Zero Energy Platinum Rating, setting 

even higher benchmarks for environmental 

performance”. CIAL's achievements are 

driven by its innovative renewable energy 

initiatives, including large-scale solar power 

projects, efficient building operations, and 

sustainable design practices. The airport is 

also set to become the world's first airport to 

produce green hydrogen, fur ther 

strengthening its position as a global leader 

in sustainable aviation. 

CIAL wins National Net Zero 
Energy Rating recognition
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160 bm{X¡mcpambn  Pn±bnÂ \n¶v 
tImgnt¡mtS¡v  ]pds¸« FbÀ C´y 
FI-vkv{]Êv hnam\¯n\v kmt¦XnI 
XIcmdns\XpSÀ¶v sIm¨n hnam\¯m 
hf¯nÂ kpc£nX em³UnwKv.  FbÀ 
C´y FI-vkv{]kv IX 398 hnam\w 
cmhnse 9:08þHmsSbmWv knbmensâ 
k p k Ö a m b  k w h n [ m \ ¯ n Â  
kpc£nX em³UnwKv \S¯nbXv. 
hnam\¯nepïmbncp¶ bm{X¡mcpw 
Poh\¡mcpw kpc£nXcmWv. BÀ¡pw 
]cn¡nÃ. SbdpIfnÂ XIcmÀ Isï 
¯nbXns\¯pSÀ¶mWv hnam\w sIm¨n 
bnte¡v Xncn¨p hn«Xv. 

sIm¨n A´mcm{ã hnam\¯mhf 
enanäUv (knbmÂ) Cu kpc£nX 
em³UnMv hnPbIcambn GtIm]n¸n¨p. 
XIcmdns\ XpSÀ¶pÅ em³UnMv 
hnhcw cmhnse 08:35þHmsSbmWv 
knbmen\v e`n¨Xv. DS³ Xs¶ 
FbÀt]mÀ«v sdk-vIyq & ̂ bÀ ss^änMv 
(F.BÀ.F^v.F^v), kn.sF.Fkv.F^v, 
{Kuïv lm³UvenMv GP³knIÄ, CXc 

FbÀ C´y 
FI-vkv{]Ên\v 
kpc£nX 
em³UnwKv 
kuIcysamcp¡n 
knbmÂ 

sdk-vIyq kÀhokpIÄ F¶nhbp 
Äs¸sSbpÅ  knbmÂ kwLhpw H¸w 
kwØm\ AKv\nia\, t]meokv 
tk\Ifpw  ]qÀ® kÖcmbn  
FaÀP³kn tkh\§Ä  ap³Iq«n 
kÖoIcn¨p. em³UnMn\v tijw 
\S¯nb ]cntim[\bnÂ heXv `mK 
¯pÅ cïp SbdpIfpw s]m«nbXmbn 
ØncoIcn¨p. d¬thbnse  XSk§Ä 
amänb tijw 09:45þHmsS hoïpw 
{]hÀ¯\kÖambn.  09:48 \v BZy 
hnam\w tS¡v Hm^v sNbvXp.  AtXka 
bw, sIm¨nbnse  6 BKa\w, 5 ]pds¸ 
SÂ hnam\§Ä sshIn. em³UnwKv 
sshInb 3 hnam\§Ä aäv hnam\¯mh 
f§fnte¡v Xncn¨p hn«p. 

anI¨ GtIm]\¯neqsS kpc£nX 
em³Un§n\p kuIcysamcp¡m³ 
knbmen\v IgnªXmbn knbmÂ 
amt\PnMv UbdÎÀ Fkv. kplmkv 
]dªp. ""knbmepambn klIcn¨p 

hcp¶ FÃm GP³knIfpw tÌ ¡v 
tlmÄUÀamcpw X½nepÅ [mcWbpsS 
ASnØm\¯nÂ Cu kmlNcyw 
s{]m^jWembn \½Ä ssIImcyw 
sNbvXp. FÃm bm{X¡mcpw kpc£nX 
cmbn AhcpsS Øe§fnte¡v  
F¯nt¨cp¶p F¶dnbp¶Xv  Bizm 
kIcamWv'', At±lw Iq«nt¨À¯p. Pn± 
hnam\¯mhf¯nse d¬thbnÂ h¨v,  
GtXm _mly hkvXp aqew tS¡v 
Hm^n\nsS hnam\¯nsâ Sbdn\v 
tISp]mSpïmbn F¶v kwibapïm 
bXn\memWv  ap³IcpXÂ em³UnMv 
\S¯nbsX¶v FbÀ C´y FI-vkv{]Êv 
Adnbn¨p. ""hnam\w sIm¨nbnÂ 
kpc£nXambn em³Uv sNbvXp.  FÃm 
AXnYnIsfbpw  tdmUp amÀKw  tImgn 
t¡mSv F¯n¨p sImïncn¡pIbmWv. 
bm{X¡mÀ¡pïmb  AkuIcy§fnÂ  
tJZn¡p¶p'', FbÀ C´y FI-vkv{]kv 
Adnbn¨p. kpc£nXamb em³UnMpw 
d¬th ¢nbd¬kn\pw tijw knbm 
ense FÃm Hm¸tdj\pIfpw km[mcW 
\nebnembn«pïv.
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Kochi: Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) has 

handed over a gross dividend of ₹79.82 crore to the 

Government of Kerala for the financial year 2024–25. 

The cheque was presented to Hon'ble Chief Minister 

Sri. Pinarayi Vijayan by Ministers and CIAL Directors Sri. 

P. Rajeeve and Sri. K. Rajan. CIAL Managing Director 

Sri. S. Suhas, IAS, and Company Secretary Sri. Saji K. 

George were also present on the occasion.

The financial year 2024–25 marked a historic 

milestone for CIAL, recording the highest revenue and 

profit in the company's history. CIAL achieved a total 

revenue of ₹1,142 crore and a net profit of ₹489.84 

crore during the period.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the company, 

held on 27 September 2025, approved the Board of 

Directors' decision to disburse a dividend payout of 50 

per cent to investors. CIAL has a strong investor base 

of around 33,000 shareholders spread across 25 

countries, with the Government of Kerala being the 

largest shareholder, holding 33.38 per cent equity.

CIAL Hands Over 
Rs. 79.82 Crore 
Gross Dividend to 
State Government











Cochin International Airport
Inaugurates Extended Export 

Cargo Warehouse

Annual export cargo handling

capacity increased to 1,25,000 metric tonnes

Kochi: In a move to enhance cargo handling facilities, 

Cochin International Airport Limited inaugurated the 

extended Export Cargo Warehouse. The expansion 

increases CIAL's annual export cargo handling 

capacity from 75,000 metric tonnes to 1,25,000 

metric tonnes, enabling faster processing and 

improved handling of diverse cargo categories.

The upgraded facility is equipped with two additional 

X-ray machines and Explosive Trace Detection 

machines, a dedicated Dangerous Goods room, two 

Cold Rooms maintained at +2°C to +8°C, a 

Radioactive Cargo room, and a Valuables room, 

enhancing safety, security, and operational 

efficiency.

The facility was inaugurated by S. Suhas, IAS, 

Managing Director, CIAL. Also present were E. Vikas, 

Deputy Commissioner of Customs, Satheesh Kumar 

Pai, General Manager & Head – Cargo, Manu G., 

Airport Director, senior departmental heads of CIAL.

Speaking on the occasion, the Managing Director 

said the expanded Export Cargo Warehouse would 

benefit exporters by improving turnaround times, 

strengthening cold-chain support, and enabling 

efficient handling of specialised cargo. The project 

reflects CIAL's continued focus on upgrading 

infrastructure in line with evolving trade and logistics 

requirements.

With this expansion, CIAL is equipped to handle a 

wide range of export cargo, including perishables, 

pharmaceuticals, dangerous goods, radioactive 

materials, and high-value consignments, while 

offering reliable and secure cargo services.
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Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL), in coordination 

with the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), 

organised a Disaster Management Equipment Exhibition 

today at the International Terminal (T3)  Arrival Area (City 

Side) of the airport, aimed at enhancing public awareness 

on emergency response and disaster preparedness. The 

exhibition featured live demonstrations and displays of 

advanced disaster management tools and technologies.  

This offered the  visitors a first-hand understanding of 

modern rescue, relief and response mechanisms. Various 

frontline agencies, including CIAL's Aircraft Rescue and Fire 

Fighting (ARFF) team, Central Industrial Security Force 

(CISF), National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), State 

Disaster  Management Author i ty  (SDMA) and 

representatives from several PSUs, participated in the 

programme. The initiative underscored the importance of 

inter-agency coordination, preparedness and capacity 

building in managing emergencies effectively, especially in 

critical infrastructure environments such as airports. 

Through the creation of a unified interface between disaster 

response agencies and the public, CIAL foregrounded 

safety, resilience and forward-planned risk containment as 

core operational imperatives.

The exhibition was held from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm and 

witnessed encouraging public engagement, reflecting 

growing awareness and interest in disaster preparedness 

initiatives. As part of coordinated emergency preparedness 

initiatives, the Disaster Management Mock Drill is scheduled 

to take place tomorrow, 13 January 2026, from 2.00 pm to 

5.00 pm, involving all designated stakeholder agencies.

CIAL hosts Disaster Management 
Equipment Exhibition to enhance 
public preparedness



CIAL Managing Director S. Suhas IAS, receiving the key of the newly inducted 

Runway Rubber Removal Vehicle (RRRV). With an 8,000-litre water capacity, 

the RRRV ensures continuous runway cleaning and effective rubber removal, 

strengthening airside safety and uninterrupted airport operations.

One more 
addition to the 
CIAL Airside fleet!
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Kochi: Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) celebrated the 

77th Republic Day with flag hoisting by Managing Director 

S. Suhas, IAS.

A platoon of the CIAL Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) 

wing and two platoons of the Airport Security wing, Central 

Industrial Security Force (CISF), participated in the parade. 

Demonstration exercises were conducted under the leadership of 

the CISF Quick Response Team and the Bomb Detection and 

Disposal Squad.

Cultural programmes, including dance and music performances 

presented by CISF, airlines, and various other agencies, were also 

staged as part of the celebrations.

CISF Senior Commandant Nagendra Devrari, Airport Director 

Manu G., Executive Directors Saji K. George and Jayarajan V., and 

Chief Financial Officer Saji Daniel, among others, were present on 

the occasion.
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During the pre – television era, one would 

have come across umpteen advertisements 

on hoardings while traveling by road or rail.  

Needless to say, the purpose of these 

advertisements is aimed at influencing a 

potential buyer to try out the item / service 

on display. Also, newspapers & other 

magazines played a decent role in the 

promotion of various products & the 

establishments were required to pay a price 

to get the ads displayed in the different print 

media available.  Fast forward to the present 

day & we still have the hoardings – perhaps 

more in number & we also have the print 

media but ever innovating digital media has 

evolved as a notable alternative mechanism 

for depiction of the commercial interests of 

the various firms in question. In fact, the 

limelight has shifted from the earlier 

conventional means to digital media, which 

has taken the centerstage with regard to 

luring the prospective end buyer to have a 

preference towards a particular product. 

Marketing a product was never as 

complicated as it currently is. With increased 

foreign access to the regional markets & the 

competitive environment that has been 

subsequently created, selling one's product 

has become more challenging than before. 

Products which had near immunity within 

the ambit of a monopolistic set up have 

suddenly been subjected to intense (& not 

always healthy) competition with rivals 

hustling for space in the global market 

scenario. Every aspect of a product is viewed 

with a microscopic eye & with the wide 

range of equivalent options at the disposal 

of the prospective end customer, product 

innovation & reliability in after sales service 

has gained prominence.  

Marketing a product is now a long-term 

feature which encompasses the trust put in 

by the customer towards the product & 

hence an imperfect product / service could 

easily result in the customer relinquishing 

the product for good. Recreating a trust 

once lost, is more cumbersome than 

creating or maintaining an impression about 

a particular product. Firms now need to deal 

with sharper seriousness, aware that 

complacency would be the quickest route to 

embarrassment.

                  The Essence Within

This has resulted in most of the major 

organizations having incorporated a tag line 

associated with the quality of the end 

product or the process involved in the same. 

These tag lines serve to give an impression 

regarding uniqueness of the firm vis a vis 

other similar firms. It could sometimes 

indicate the integrity of the firm or quality 

assurance or perhaps better process / 

sophistication or whatever. In any case, firms 

that come out with a tag line eye value 

addition to the product being marketed. 

The pointer sought for is that the product is 

different or more beneficial when compared 

to other similar products. 

A tag line is often confused with a mission 

statement. However, it may be noted that 

the two concepts aren't the same. A mission 

statement stresses upon the raison d'etre for 

the particular organization & serves as an 

internal guideline within the organizational 

set up whereas, a tagline represents a 

concise phrase which is intended to render 

brand value for the product & is hence 

customer oriented. Taglines are more 

focussed towards consumers or the target 

market, while the mission statement ought 

to be intended for business partners. Firms 

that give undue significance to their 

Decoding A Tag Line

Kamalesh Patel

DGM, Electrical Dept.
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reputation try to nail both the tag line as well 

as the mission statement to perfection. 

Tag lines of firms sometimes contradict 

those of others in a subtle way & the inner 

essence could target a similar product from 

a competitor - when this occurs, the concept 

of healthy competition goes for a toss. It 

becomes a case of survival of the fittest & 

not necessarily of the best. It also creates a 

tendency for bulldozing one's concept into 

the system in the process of out doing a rival 

entity. 

Firms often put in a decent amount of 

energy in deciding upon the tag line to 

ensure that the end customer is inclined 

towards the product. The tag line indirectly 

creates an appeal towards the rendered 

sales / service & hence needs to be 

formulated with a lot of diligence. Tag lines 

often appear alongside the logo to explain 

the essence of the brand. 

It is often necessary to revisit a tag line to 

ensure that changing trends & customer 

behaviour are incorporated. It is also 

essential to ensure that the tag line does not 

violate any of the pre-laid norms already in 

place or interfere with newly created 

regulations. 

Customer behaviour often change very 

reluctantly – unless there's a compelling 

reason to do so. The above is even more 

pronounced for fast-moving consumer 

goods where people continue to use a 

brand which has been proven to be suitable 

& effective for use over a period of time. So, 

in this backdrop, it becomes ever so 

challenging to introduce a new similar 

product into the market & then capture & 

retain the market share whilst having to 

contain or diminish the influence of an 

already established product.  The exodus of 

allegiance from one brand to another 

usually takes time. Once a brand value has 

been created & market segments carved 

out for a particular product, the tag line 

serves the purpose of emphasizing the 

charm of utilizing the product on a 

continuous basis. 

The pricing of the product plays a role in 

determining the market segment as well. For 

example, if one were to target the higher 

income group, the tagline could be worded 

to indicate the value addition of the product 

despite the higher cost.  The pricing of the 

product does not necessarily need to be 

proportional to the cost of production. For 

example, if the affluent sections of society 

are targeted, a lower price for the item being 

marketed could raise eyebrows regarding 

the quality of the product in question. 

A tagline is basically a concise & catchy 

expression that captures the essence, 

uniqueness, and personality of the 

concerned brand. A well-crafted tagline 

more or less defines the brand identity over 

a period of time. For example, Dettol's 'Be 

100% Sure' – a tagline that was created with 

an eye to redefine hygiene in India, 

embodies trust in the brand as far as germ 

protection is concerned. So essentially, the 

brand 'Dettol' projects itself as a true icon of 

cleanliness!

Many of us would remember the tagline “ 

There are some things that money can't buy; 

for everything else, there's Mastercard “ . 

This tagline which was created over a 

quarter century ago became a blockbuster 

& captured the imagination of scores of 

users & catapulted the popularity of the 

brand “Mastercard “on to the global stage. 

Not all brands have or need a tagline. 

Nevertheless, taglines have their own 

advantages.

By summarising the essence of a brand in 

just a few words, the tagline can help create 

a positive impression in the minds of people. 

A tagline therefore, is essentially the selling 

point of a firm & can serve the purpose of 

communicating the crux of a brand in a 

much more effective manner. So as far as 

major organisations are concerned, taglines 

will most certainly be formulated & this 

tagline would then be the symbol of trust & 

reliability of the firm. Success is about 

creating value & that's exactly what a tagline 

attempts to do. At the end of the day, a 

favourable vibe created for a brand certainly 

helps.  
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Kalangan – The Kerala Art 

Arcade reopens at CIAL
Kochi:  The renovated and relocated 

Kalangan, The Kerala Art Arcade was 

inaugurated at the Domestic Terminal of 

Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL). 

Located near Gate 7 in the Domestic 

Security Hold Area, the cultural space 

enhances the terminal interior with 

traditional art installations reflecting Kerala's 

rich artistic heritage. The initiative has 

transformed an unused area into a vibrant 

art ensemble corner, adding visual appeal 

and cultural depth to the passenger 

experience. The installation features a 

temple-inspired setting with a depiction of 

Duryodhanavadham Kathakali, along with 

representations of prominent Kerala art 

forms such as Theyyam, Chakyar Koothu, 

Nangyar Koothu, and Ottamthullal, among 

others.

The facility was inaugurated by S. Suhas, 

Managing Director, CIAL, in the presence of 

Jayarajan V, Saji K. George Executive 

Directors, Saji Daniel, CFO, Manu G, Airport 

Director, P. Rajasekhar, Consultant for the 

project, and senior department heads of 

CIAL. Since its inauguration, Kalangan has 

been drawing strong interest from 

passengers and is fast emerging as a 

popular photography spot within the 

terminal.

12. CIAL maintains 10 million plus passenger 

milestone for the third consecutive year 

Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) 

has once again reaffirmed its position as 

Kerala's  leading airport operator by 

handling over 10 million passengers for the 

third consecutive year, marking a significant 

milestone in its sustained growth trajectory. 

During the period from January to 

December 2025, CIAL handled a total of 

1,15,19,356 passengers, registering a healthy 

year-on-year growth of approximately 

4.85% over 2024, which recorded 

1,09,86,296 passengers.. The increase of 

approximately 5.33 lakh passengers 

validates the airport's consistent ten-

million-plus performance for the third 

consecutive calendar year and reflects 

balanced growth across both domestic and 

international sectors.

May 2025 emerged as the busiest month of 

the year, with passenger traffic crossing 11.07  

lakh. Other high-performing months, 

notably January 2025 and December 2025 

with 10.44 lakh & 10.06 lakhs respectively, 

further demonstrated CIAL's capacity to 

sustain robust passenger traffic across the 

calendar year. With regard to aircraft 

movements, CIAL recorded 74,689 

movements in 2025 compared to 75,074 

movements in 2024. The variation was 

attributable to a reduction in services by 

certain airlines. Yet, the passenger traffic 

continued to grow, reflecting improved load 

factors and more efficient operational 

management, despite the slight dip in 

aircraft movements. “The sustained growth 

in passenger traffic has been strongly 

supported by CIAL 2.0, the airport's 

comprehensive transformation initiative 

aimed at redefining the passenger 

experience. The initiative has brought about 

significant improvements in terminal transit 

and overall ease of movement, supported 

by faster processing through digitised 

systems. Enhanced terminal ambience, 

upgraded, technology-enabled passenger 

amenities, have collectively improved transit 

efficiency and elevated overall passenger 

satisfaction”, said S. Suhas IAS, Managing 

Director, CIAL. 

As part of its ongoing digitisation and 

security modernisation programme, CIAL is 

also set to introduce Full Body Scanners in 

the near future. This initiative is aimed at 

strengthening security screening standards 

while reducing physical checks, including 

frisking and enhancing passenger comfort, 

in line with global aviation security 

benchmarks.
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Every airport tells a story. Some speak of 

transit, of queues, delays, and the nervous 

shuffle toward boarding gates. Cochin 

International Airport dares to tell a different 

one. Step past immigration and into Cochin 

Duty Free (CDF), and the narrative shifts 

entirely  from journey to destination. 

Driven by a singular mission to be the 

ultimate curated showcase for global 

brands CDF has orchestrated a run of bold 

campaigns, spectacular prize handovers, 

immersive seasonal displays, and a seamless 

digital leap that is already rewriting the rules 

of airport retail. Here is the story of how it all 

unfolded.

Cochin Duty Free set the stage for an 

extraordinary season of promotions with the 

Driveway Carnival a campaign that brought 

together premium energy, an irresistible 

product mix, and the thrilling promise of 

extraordinary vehicles waiting for their new 

owners.

The campaign concluded with a headline 

handover ceremony presided over by Mr. S. 

Suhas IAS, Managing Director, CIAL a 

moment that underscored the institutional 

weight behind every CDF promotion.

Mr. Sooraj T claimed the first prize, a 

Mahindra XEV 9E, while Mr. Arunlal Suseelan 

drove away in the second-prize Mahindra 

BE 6.

MEGA-PROMOTION  CAMPAIGN WRAP-

UP

Driveway Carnival: Where 

the Excitement Began

COCHIN DUTY FREE

Where the World's Best Brands 
Meet Kerala's Warmth

MEGA-PROMOTION  CAMPAIGN WRAP-

UP

Grand Wheels Festival: The 

Thrill Continued
There is a particular electricity in the air 

when someone realises they have just won a 

car and the Grand Wheels Festival 

harnessed that electricity, repeatedly, 

redefining what a duty-free experience 

could feel like.

Shoppers who browsed CDF's premium 

selection of chocolates, fragrances, spirits, 

and curated gifts were already getting 

exceptional value at duty-free prices. What 

they didn't expect was the chance to drive 

home in a brand-new Mahindra. Yet that is 

precisely what happened. Mr. Dinesh Babu 

KV claimed the top prize  a Mahindra XEV 9E  

while Mr. Joy Jose K walked away with the 

second prize, a Mahindra BE 6.

“A handover ceremony is more than a prize 

presentation it is proof that extraordinary 

things happen to ordinary travellers here.”

The handover ceremonies became events in 

their own right: moments of genuine joy that 

rippled through the terminal, reminding 

every onlooker that the next life-changing 

moment could begin right here, in the duty-

free aisle. Two campaigns. Four car keys. 

Dozens of smaller prizes. The message was 

clear: at Cochin Duty Free, every transaction 

carries the possibility of something 

remarkable.

If mega-promotions are CDF's heartbeat, 

its seasonal campaigns are its soul. During 

the Great Winter Shopping Festival, the 

Duty Free underwent a stunning 

transformation towering Christmas trees, 

luminous installations, and festive décor 

that turned transit into theatre.

These weren't mere decorations. They were 

c a re f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  e n g a g e m e n t  

touchpoints, drawing travellers in, slowing 

the pace of the hurried airport shuffle, and 

inviting them to pause, browse, and 

celebrate. For many passengers, the 

displays became an experience in 

themselves  a photo opportunity,  a 

SEASONAL CAMPAIGN

The Great Winter Shopping 

Festival: A Terminal 

Transformed

Saji K George 

ED & CS, CIAL;  MD, CDRSL
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memory made mid-journey.

The most significant strategic development 

at Cochin Duty Free may be the one you 

experience before you ever reach the 

airport. With the launch of the revamped 

cochindutyfree.com, CDF has extended its 

retail floor into the digital world  giving 

passengers the ability to browse, select, and 

reserve their favourite luxury products from 

the comfort of home, the office, or just 5 

hours before they arrive in Cochin.

This “click and collect” model is more than a 

convenience feature; it is a strategic 

repositioning of the duty-free experience. 

By the time a passenger arrives at the 

terminal, their purchase is ready. There is no 

browse fatigue, no missing out on a sold-out 

item, no last-minute compromise. Only the 

DIGITAL INNOVATION

www.cochindutyfree.com: 

Shopping Before You Even 

Land

pleasure of collecting exactly what was 

chosen.

Taken together, the Driveway Carnival, the 

Grand Wheels Festival, the Great Winter 

Shopping Festival, and the digital 

transformation of cochindutyfree.com tell a 

coherent story not just of a busy retail 

operation, but of a deliberate and evolving 

vision. Cochin Duty Free is building 

something that goes beyond transactions. It 

is building memories. At every stage of the 

passenger journey from browsing the 

website at home to lingering in a beautifully 

decorated terminal, from dropping a 

purchase into a bag at the counter to 

watching a car key change hands at a 

handover ceremony  CDF is asking the same 

question: how do we make this moment 

matter?

So far, the answers have been very good 

indeed.

The Bigger Picture



Cochin International Airport Limited (CIAL) 

has once again reaffirmed its position as 

Kerala's leading airport operator by 

handling over 10 million passengers for the 

third consecutive calender year, marking a 

significant milestone in its sustained growth 

trajectory. During the period from January 

to December 2025, CIAL handled a total of 

1,15,19,356 passengers, registering a healthy 

year-on-year growth of approximately 

4.85% over 2024, which recorded 

1,09,86,296 passengers.. The increase of 

approximately 5.33 lakh passengers 

validates the airport's consistent ten-

million-plus performance for the third 

consecutive calendar year and reflects 

balanced growth across both domestic and 

international sectors.

May 2025 emerged as the busiest month of 

the year, with passenger traffic crossing 11.07  

lakh. Other high-performing months, 

notably January 2025 and December 2025 

with 10.44 lakh & 10.06 lakhs respectively, 

further demonstrated CIAL's capacity to 

sustain robust passenger traffic across the 

calendar year. With regard to aircraft 

movements, CIAL recorded 74,689 

movements in 2025 compared to 75,074 

movements in 2024. The variation was 

attributable to a reduction in services by 

certain airlines. Yet, the passenger traffic 

continued to grow, reflecting improved load 

factors and more efficient operational 

management, despite the slight dip in 

aircraft movements.

“The sustained growth in passenger traffic 

CIAL maintains 
10 million plus passenger 
milestone for the third 
consecutive calender year

has been strongly supported by CIAL 2.0, 

the airport's comprehensive transformation 

initiative aimed at redefining the passenger 

experience. The initiative has brought about 

significant improvements in terminal transit 

and overall ease of movement, supported 

by faster processing through digitised 

systems. Enhanced terminal ambience, 

upgraded, technology-enabled passenger 

amenities, have collectively improved transit 

efficiency and elevated overall passenger 

satisfaction”, said S. Suhas IAS, Managing 

Director, CIAL. 



Kochi: With the objective of expediting passenger 

security screening, Cochin International Airport 

Limited (CIAL) has commissioned the trial run of Full-

Body Scanners. An Automatic Tray Retrieval System 

(ATRS), designed to accelerate the movement of 

cabin baggage during security checks, has also been 

introduced. The new systems are aimed at reducing 

waiting time and easing congestion at security 

checkpoints while enhancing overall screening 

efficiency.

The equipment was formally commissioned at a 

function held at the security check area of the 

Domestic Terminal by S. Suhas IAS, Managing 

Director, CIAL. Saji Daniel CFO, Airport Director 

Manu G., Chief Technology Officer Santosh S., and 

Chief Aerodrome Security Officer (CASO) Nagendra 

Devrari, along with senior officials of CIAL, were also 

present at the event.

At present, passenger screening at both the Domestic 

and International Terminals is carried out through 

around 32 Door Frame Metal Detector (DFMD) points 

followed by manual frisking. With the inception of Full 

body scanners and upon receiving Regulatory 

approval from BCAS, the security checks could be 

fully automated, enabling completion of passenger 

screening without physical intervention. Currently, 

one Full Body Scanner is installed at Terminal 1 and 

Terminal 2.

CIAL Commissions Full-Body Scanner in 
Trial Mode for Faster Passenger Screening





Kochi: Cochin International Airport Limited 

(CIAL) highlighted Kochi's growing role in 

India's trade and logistics ecosystem on the 

first day of the International Cargo Business 

Summit (ICBS) 2026, which brought 

together industry leaders, policymakers and 

global experts to deliberate on the future of 

air cargo and multimodal logistics.

In the opening session of the summit, CIAL 

Managing Director S. Suhas, IAS, 

emphasised the critical role of air 

connectivity in driving economic growth. He 

noted that CIAL's 2.5 lakh sq. ft. cargo 

warehousing facilities handle a significant 

share of Kerala's exports, underscoring 

Kochi's importance in the State's logistics 

network.

During the thematic presentations, V. P. 

Nandakumar,  represent ing  F ICCI ,  

highlighted CIAL's investments in digital 

transformation aimed at improving 

efficiency and transparency in cargo 

operations. Dhaval Raut of KPMG observed 

that Kochi handles nearly 60 per cent of 

Kerala's air cargo, with perishables forming a 

major share, pointing to the need for strong 

cold-chain and time-sensitive logistics 

infrastructure.The technical sessions 

featured panel discussions on global trade 

dynamics, tariff regimes, the role of air cargo 

in India's export growth and the importance 

of multimodal logistics. Dr. Jose Paul, former 

Acting Chairman, JN Port, underlined the 

vast potential in agricultural exports and 

stressed the need for modern cargo 

infrastructure to address existing gaps. 

Experts reiterated Kochi's strength as a 

CIAL International Cargo 
Business Summit 2026:  
Kochi Strengthens 
'Sea-to-Sky' 
Logistics Hub Status

multimodal hub integrating air, sea and rail 

connectivity, enabling cost-effective and 

scalable logistics solutions.

The 'Sea-to-Sky' logistics concept was 

highlighted by M. Afzal Malbarwala, 

Managing Director, Galaxy Freight Pvt. Ltd., 

who described CIAL as a critical link between 

maritime trade and air cargo operations. 

Burak Ozber, Regional Cargo Manager, 

Turkish Airlines, and Roopesh Nair, Regional 

Director, Saudi Cargo, noted steady growth 

in freight movement through Kochi and 
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emphasised the importance of technology 

adoption and process optimisation to meet 

rising demand.

Looking ahead, speakers including James J. 

Nedumpara of the Centre for Trade and 

Investment Law and Bui Trung Thuong, 

Trade Counsellor, Embassy of Vietnam, 

observed that emerging India–EU and 

India–ASEAN trade engagements present 

significant opportunities for Kochi to further 

strengthen its role as a regional logistics 

gateway.
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CIAL to Become India's First Airport to 
Operate Hydrogen-Powered Buses

Kochi: Cochin International Airport Ltd. is set to become the first 

airport in the country to operate hydrogen-powered buses for 

passenger transportation, following the exchange of a 

Memorandum of Agreement between the Kerala Hydrogen 

Valley Innovation Cluster Foundation and CIAL on Sunday. The 

MoA was formally exchanged by Minister for Electricity 

Government of Kerala and Governing body chairman ANERT, 

Shri K. Krishnankutty, on behalf of the Kerala HVIC Foundation, 

and Minister for Industries, Coir and Law, and Director of CIAL, 

Adv. P. Rajeev, at a function held at the 0484 Aero Lounge, CIAL.

The agreement pertains to the procurement and operation of 

three hydrogen fuel cell electric buses at Kochi airport as part of 

the Kerala Hydrogen Valley initiative under the National Green 

Hydrogen Mission of the Government of India. Under the MoA, 

the K-HVIC Foundation will provide financial support for the 

procurement of the buses, with funding capped at ₹2.90 crore 

per bus and the overall project outlay limited to ₹8.7 crore, to be 

released in stages.

Procurement of the buses is scheduled to be completed within 

12 months. Ownership of the buses will vest with CIAL, which 

will bear the operational and statutory expenses and decide 

the operational model and routes.

CIAL Managing Director S. Suhas IAS, Chairman and 

Managing Director of the Kerala HVIC Foundation Harshil R. 

Meena IAS, and Dr. Ranjith Krishna Pai, Senior Director and 

Scientist, Department of Science and Technology, 

Government of India, were among the officials present at the 

event.

The project is expected to significantly enhance passenger 

convenience while reducing emissions from airport transport 

operations. With the green hydrogen plant constructed jointly 

by CIAL and BPCL set to commence operations, fuel supply for 

the buses will be ensured. With statutory approvals for 

hydrogen supply infrastructure already in place, the initiative is 

poised for early implementation.



sIm¨n: i_cnae XoÀ°mSIÀ¡mbn knbmÂ Hcp¡nb 
CS¯mhf kuIcyw D]tbmKs¸Sp¯nbXv 11,000þt¯mfw 
t]À. ZÀi\¯n\mbn hnam\amÀKw sIm¨nbnse¯nb 
XoÀ°mSIcmWv knbmÂ {]tXyIw Hcp¡nb Cu kuIcyw 
{]tbmP\s¸Sp¯nbXv. Xangv--\mSv, sXe¦m\, B{Ô, 
IÀWmSI F¶o kwØm\§fnÂ \n¶pÅ bm{X¡mÀ¡v 
]pdsa, atejy, knwK¸qÀ F¶nhnS§fnÂ \n¶pÅ 
XoÀ°mSIcpw kuIcyw D]tbmKs¸Sp¯n. 

sIm¨ n  h n a m\¯mhf¯nse¯p¶ i_c n ae  
XoÀ°mSIcpsS bm{X IqSpXÂ kuIcy{]Zam¡pI F¶ 
e£yt¯msSbmWv CS¯mhfsamcp¡nbXv. B`y´c 
BKa\ sSÀan\en\v kao]apÅ t]meokv FbvUv 
t]mÌn¶Sp¯v  5,000 NXpc{i ASn hnkvXoÀW¯nemWv 
CS¯mhfw kÖoIcn¨ncp¶Xv. CS¯mhf¯n\pÅnÂ 
Xs¶ ^vsseäv C³^Àtaj³ Unkvt¹ knÌw, ^pUv 
IuïÀ, {]os]bvUv SmI-vkn IuïÀ, XncphnXmwIqÀ 
tZhkzw t_mÀUnsâ slÂ¸v sUk-vIv F¶nh 
Hcp¡nbncp¶p. CXn\v ]pdta Ipdª sNehnÂ 
XmakkuIcyw e`yam¡p¶ 0484 Fbvtdm tem©v 
kwh n[m\hp w  X oÀ°mSIÀ he nb tXmX nÂ 
D]tbmKs¸Sp¯n.  

i_cnae bm{X IqSpXÂ kuIcy{]Zam¡p¶Xnsâ 
`mKambn sIm¨n hnam\¯mhf¯nÂ \n¶v ]¼bnte¡v 
Znhtk\ {]tXyI sI.Fkv.BÀ.Sn.kn _kv kÀhokpw 
{]hÀ¯n¨ncp¶p. XoÀ°mSIcpsS F®¯n\\pkcn¨v 
NmÀt«ÀUv _kv kÀhokpw A\phZn¨ncp¶p. Unkw_À 
amk¯nÂ cmPy¯mIam\w hnam\ kÀhokpIÄ 
{]XnkÔn t\cn« kmlNcy¯nÂ knbmense i_cnae 
CS¯mhfw Gsd klmbIcambncp¶Xmbn XoÀ°mSIÀ 
]dªp.

sIm¨n 
hnam\¯mhf¯nse 

i_cnae CS¯mhfw 
D]tbmKs¸Sp¯nbXv 

11,000þt¯mfw 
XoÀ°mSIÀ
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Kochi: In a move to highlight the importance of 

voter participation and democratic values, The 

Election Commissioners of India on Saturday 

unveiled an installation titled - A Tribute to 

Democracy - at Cochin International Airport. 

The installation was unveiled by Chief Election 

Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, in the 

presence of Election Commissioners Dr. 

Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi, 

during their visit to Kerala in connection with 

the review of preparedness for the upcoming 

Assembly elections. While addressing the 

gathering the CEC opined that the election in 

Kerala is going to set a model not only for India 

but for the entire world. The event was held in 

the presence of Rathan U. Kelkar, Chief 

Electoral Officer, Kerala, Priyanka G. IAS, 

CEC unveils democracy  
installation at CIAL 
during Kerala visit

District Collector, Ernakulam, S. Suhas IAS, 

Managing Director, CIAL, and senior officials of 

CIAL.

Developed under the Systematic Voters' 

Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) 

initiative of the Election Commission, the 

installation symbolises the significance of 

voting in a democracy and aims to encourage 

citizens to actively participate in the electoral 

process. Located in the Domestic terminal the 

installation is expected to engage passengers 

and visitors while reinforcing the message that 

every vote matters. The unveiling took place as 

the Election Commissioners concluded their 

visit to Kerala to review electoral preparedness 

ahead of the Assembly elections.
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The DHC6-400 Twin Otter seaplane getting ready for its trial operations to 

Lakshadweep from Cochin International Airport. 

A significant step towards strengthening regional connectivity and 

supporting island tourism initiatives.
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SREEJITH PS

Junior Assistant Grade 1

Security Department

Arun rushed into the metro, just like every other 

morning—breathing fast, mind already at work, fingers scrolling 

endlessly on his phone.

Messages. Emails. Reels. News.

The world outside the screen didn't exist.

The metro doors opened at the next station. A small girl walked in 

with her mother and sat near him.

“Amma… window seat!” she said, almost jumping with excitement.

She pressed her face close to the glass.

“Look! Birds… Amma, see the birds!”

“And the cars… they're running so fast!”

“Amma… the sun is coming with us!”

Arun heard her voice faintly… but his eyes were still on his phone.

Then suddenly—warm sunlight fell across his face.

He instinctively looked up.

The same sunlight was glowing on the little girl's face. Her eyes 

sparkled. She turned and caught him looking.

She smiled.

Not a practiced smile. Not for a photo. Just… a real one.

“Chetta… see! The sun is following us!” she said, pointing outside.

Arun paused… then slowly smiled back.

“Yes… looks like it doesn't want to leave us,” he replied.

He locked his phone.

“Do you travel every day?” she asked curiously.

“Yes… to office.”

“Do you see the birds every day?”

Arun hesitated… then softly said, “No… I think I forgot to look.”

She giggled.

“You should look! They fly faster than the metro sometimes!”

For a few minutes, they talked—about birds, clouds, and how the 

sun seemed to race them.

Around them, dozens of people stood silently, heads bent… 

scrolling.

When his station came, Arun stood up.

“Bye, Chetta!” she waved with both hands.

“Bye… keep watching the birds,” he said, smiling wider than he had 

in days.

The office swallowed him whole.

“Arun, did you finish the report?”

“Deadline is 2 PM.”

“Client call in 10 minutes.”

“Update the presentation.”

His laptop screen glowed non-stop.

Click. Type. Scroll. Reply.

Hours passed.

During tea break, he walked to the pantry.

Five colleagues stood together.

No one spoke.

One was watching reels and laughing silently.

Another was typing furiously.

Someone else had earphones in.

Arun tried,

“Hey… how's the project going?”

No response.

One of them just nodded… without even looking up.

He stood there, holding his tea.

So many people… yet so quiet, he thought.

By evening, Arun felt empty.

Not tired—just… disconnected.

He decided not to go home immediately. Instead, he walked into a 

nearby hotel for dinner.

The place was crowded.

“Sir, no seats available,” the waiter said.

Arun looked around.

Every table was full—but strangely silent. Couples scrolling. 

Families looking at screens. Friends sitting together… but miles 

apart.

Then he noticed an old man sitting alone at a table for two.

Arun walked up slowly.

“Sir… can I sit here?” he asked politely.

The old man looked up, surprised, then nodded.



SHORT STORY

“Phones connect us to the world… but disconnect us from the 

people who matter most. Before it's too latelook up, 

speak, and be present.”
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“Please… sit.”

Arun sat down. For a moment, silence filled the space.

Then he noticed—tears in the old man's eyes.

“Sir… are you okay?” Arun asked gently.

The old man gave a faint smile.

“You know… this is the first time today someone has spoken to me.”

Arun leaned forward slightly.

The old man pointed to the empty chair opposite him.

“My wife used to sit there,” he said, voice trembling.

“We used to come here every Friday… same table.”

He paused, struggling.

“She passed away… a few months ago.”

Arun's throat tightened.

“I'm… sorry, sir.”

The old man nodded slowly.

“I still come here… out of habit, maybe… or memories.”

He gave a small, broken laugh.

“But now… I just sit alone.”

He looked around the hotel.

“So many people… but look at them.”

“They are here… but not really here.”

Arun followed his gaze. Everyone was on their phones.

“My son works in another city,” the old man continued.

“He is busy… very busy. Calls me once a week.”

He paused.

“Sometimes I wait near the phone… like a child… waiting.”

His voice cracked.

“I don't need money… I don't need anything… just… a few words.”

Arun felt a deep ache inside.

The old man looked at him with moist eyes.

“Today… at least I got someone to talk to while eating.”

Arun slowly pushed his phone away.

“No, sir… today I got someone to talk to,” he said softly.

The old man smiled through his tears.

They spoke for a long time.

About his wife.

About old memories.

About simple happiness.

For the first time that day, Arun felt something real.

That night, as Arun walked back, his phone buzzed again and 

again.

He stopped.

Took it out.

Looked at it.

Then… instead of opening any app, he scrolled to one contact.

“Appa ❤️”

His fingers trembled slightly as he pressed call.

“Hello?” his father's voice came from the other side, calm and 

warm.

“Appa…” Arun's voice softened.

“Yes, mone… everything okay?”

There was a pause.

“Appa… did I disturb you?”

“No, no… I was just sitting. Tell me.”

Arun swallowed.

“I… I just wanted to talk.”

A gentle silence followed.

“That itself is enough for me,” his father said quietly.

Arun's eyes filled.

“Appa… I'm sorry… I've been busy… always saying I'll call later.”

“It's okay, mone… work is important.”

“No, Appa,” Arun said firmly, voice breaking.

“You are more important.”

There was silence on the other end.

“I'll call you every day… not just messages… I'll come home this 

weekend.”

“Really?” his father asked, a smile hidden in his voice.

“Yes… we'll sit and talk… properly.”

“Like old times?”

“Like old times,” Arun whispered.

As he ended the call, Arun looked up.

The night sky felt different.

Alive.

He smiled.

The little girl had reminded him to look.

The old man had reminded him to feel.

And now… he chose to reconnect. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE
kahmIyw

A-ta-cn-¡³ t]m-]v kw-Ko-X-s¯ D³-am-Z-
am-¡n amän-b I-em-Im-c-\m-bn-cp-¶p ssa-

¡nÄ Pm-Iv-k¬. ]m-s«-gp-
Xn-, kw-Ko-Xw ]-IÀ-¶v N-
Sp-e -\r-¯-¨p-h-Sp-I-fp-sS 
A-I-¼-Sn-bnÂ Pm-Iv-k¬ 
]m-Sp-t¼mÄ kv-tä-Un-bw 
C-f-In-a-dn-bpw. Pm-Iv-k¬ 
kr-ãn-¡p-¶ hn{`-a A-´-
co-£-¯nÂ B-cm-[-\ 
sIm -Sn -tb -äw \ -S -¯p -
t¼mÄ tam-lm-ekyw h-cp-
¶-hÀ \n-c-h[n. hn-Nn-{X-am-
b C-ã-§-fpw Ip-«n-I-fp-sS 
Iu-Xp-I-§-fp-ap-Å Pm-Iv-
k¬ X-sâ kw-Ko-X-Po-hn-
X-¯n-sâ D-¨-Øm-bn-bnÂ 
\nÂ-¡-sh 2009 Pq-WnÂ 
A-¼Xmw h-b-ÊnÂ A-´-
cn-¨p. aq¶v ]-Xn-äm-ïp-
Imew t]m-]v kw-Ko-X-¯n-
sâ Xe-h-c \n-Ý-bn-¨ Pm-
Iv-k-sâ kw-`-h-_-lp-eam-
b Po-hn-Xw, el-cn H«pw 
tNm-cm-sX   ]-IÀ-¯n-h-¨ 
'ssa-¡nÄ' F-¶ tlm-fn-

hp-Uv kn-\n-a ]p-d-¯n-d-§n. Pm-Iv-k-sâ 
kw-Ko-Xw t]m-se Hm-tcm \n-an-j-s¯bpw 
{X-kn-¸n-¡p-¶-Xm-Wv kn-\n-a-bpw. 

]-Sp-Iq-ä³ kv-tä-Un-b-¯n-sâ H-¯-\-Sp-
hnÂ, D-d-ªp-Xp-Åp-¶ B-kzm-Z-IÀ-¡n-S-
bnÂ, Pm-I-vk-sâ kw-Ko-Xw tIÄ-¡p-¶ 
A-\p-`-h-amWv Cu kn\n-a kr-ãn-¡p-¶-Xv. 
t{]m-PÎv sl-bvÂ ta-cn, kq-¸À acn-tbm, 
sU-hnÄ hn-tbÀ-kv {]mU Xp-S§n-b t»m-
Iv-_-ÌÀ kn-\n-a-I-fn-eq-sS 2026þÂ tlm-fn-
hp-Uv \-S-¯p-¶ ssP-{X-bm-{X-bp-sS ap³-
\n-c-bnÂ C-t¸mÄ ssa-¡n-fp-ïv. ¥m-Un-tb-
äÀ, G-hn-tbäÀ, sP-bnw-kv t_m-ïv kn-\n-
a-Ifm-b kv-ssI-^mÄ, kv-s]{Î, I-h-\-âv 
Xp-S§n-b kq-¸À ln-äv kn-\n-a-I-sf-gpXnb 
tPm¬ tem-K-\pw s{S-bn-\n-Mv tU, Cu-Iz-
sse-kÀ Xp-S-§nb {XnÃÀ kn-\n-a-I-fp-sS 
kw-hn-[m-b-IÀ A-tâm-bn³ ^p-Iz-h-b-am-
Wv ssa-¡nÄ kn-\n-a-bp-sS ap-Jy-inÂ-¸n-
IÄ. 

A-cm-P-Ihpw A-\n-Ýn-X-Xz-hpw \n-d-ª 
i-cmi-cn A-ta-cn-¡³ I-dp-¯-hÀ-K-¡m-
cnÂ \n-¶v D-bÀ-¶p-h¶ t]m-]v Xm-c-sa-

¶m-Wv Pm-Iv-k-s\-¡p-dn-¨v I-cp-Xn-b-Xv. F-
¶mÂ Pm-I-vk-sâ Po-hn-Xw A-{]-Im-c-am-
bn-cp-¶n-sÃ¶v Cu kn-\n-a ]-d-ªp-X-cp-
¶p. k-Zm Po-hn-X hn-P-b-s¯-¡p-dn-¨v am-
{Xw Nn-´n¨ tPmk-^v Pm-Iv-k³ F-¶ Ip-
im-{K-_p-²n-bp-Å ]n-Xm-hn-sâ I-Sp-¯ in-
£-W-¯nÂ  Pm-Iv-k¬ 5 F-¶ ayq-kn-Iv 
_m³-Un-eq-sS Nn-«-bm-bn ]-cn-io-en-¸n-¡-
s¸-«-Xm-Wv Pm-I-vk-sâ kw-Ko-Xw. A-©v 
k-tlm-Z-c-§-fp-sS ayq-kn-Iv _m³Uv, 
AXn-tam-ln-bm-b ]n-Xm-hn-sâ ]o-U\w, H-
Sp-hnÂ kz-´w ]m-X-sh-«n-¯p-d-¶v A-Xn-{]-
i-kv-Xn-bn-te-bv-¡p-Å D-bÀ-¨. Pn-dm^pw 
Nn-¼m³-kn-bp-apÄ-s¸-sS-bpÅ Hm-a-\-ar-K-
§fpw an-¡n au-kv ]m-h-I-fpw, bp-hm-hm-b-
t¸mgpw Pm-I-vk-sâ Iq-«p-Im-cm-bn-cp-¶p. F-
¦n-epw X-sâ Hmtcm \o-¡-hpw Ir-Xyam-b 
B-kq-{X-W-t¯m-sS-bm-bn-cp-¶p Pm-Iv-
k³ \-S-¸n-em-¡n-b-Xv. tem-I-¯n-se G-
ähpw {]-i-kv-X\pw [-\-hm-\pam-b kw-Ko-
X-Im-c-\m-bn am-dp-I F-¶ e-£yw Pm-Iv-
k³ t\-Sn-sb shdpw C-cp]-Xv hÀ-jw-sIm-
ïm-Wv. Cu D-bÀ-¨ t]m-]v kw-Ko-X-¯n-
sâ `m-h-{]-Im-i-§-fn-eq-sS-bm-Wv kn-\n-a-
bnÂ A-h-X-cn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶-Xv. {]-ta-b-¯n-
\p-ÅnÂ kw-Ko-Xw F-¶Ã a-dn-¨v kw-Ko-X-
¯n-\p-ÅnÂ tNÀ-¯p-h-¨ {]-ta-bw F-¶ 
\n-e-bv-¡m-Wv kn-\n-a-bp-sS ]p-tcm-K-Xn. Pm-
Iv-k¬ ss^-hn-se Aw-K-hpw ssa-¡n-fn-
sâ tN-«-\p-am-b PÀ-ssa³ Pm-I-vk-sâ a-
I³ Pm-^À Pm-Iv-k-\m-Wv ssa-¡n-fm-bn 
A-`n-\-bn-¨-Xv. \nÂ-¸pw \-S¸pw t\m-«hpw 
]m«pw B-«-hp-saÃmw A-Ê-embn. A-{X-bv-
¡p-ïv km-ayw. t_m-_v Une³, {]n³kv, 
hn-äv-\n lq-Ì³, a-tUm-W, FÂ-«¬ 
tPm¬ F-¶n-§-s\ {]-Xn-`m-im-en-I-fp-sS 
hen-b \n-c-tbm-Sv \n-c´-cw a-Õ-cn-¨m-Wv 
Pm-Iv-k¬, ' InwKv Hm-^v t]m]v ' B-b-Xv. 
Po-hn-X-¯n-se D-bÀ-¨-am-{X-am-Wv kn-\n-a-
bp-sS B-Zy `m-K-¯nÂ. Abm-fp-sS IY 
Xp-Scpw F-¶ Sm-Kv sse-t\m-sS-bm-Wv 
kn\n-a A-h-km-\n-¡p-¶-Xv. B Xp-SÀ-¨-
bnÂ Pm-I-vk-sâ 
A-hkm-\ \m-fp-
IÄ Im-Wmw. A-
X n -\ p - ti -jhpw  
kw-Ko-Xw Xp-S-cpw !
                                                     

ssa-¡nÄ el-cnssa-¡nÄ el-cn

]n.F-kv.Pb³
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